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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Author of this Memorial once in- 

] tended to affix the initial Letters of 
Bir Name and Deſignation to it; but, 
upon ſecond Thoughts, be bas only affixed 


\ ſome deſcriptory Characters; and leaves e- 


very one at liberty to apply them to him, 
or to any other Perſon they think fit. 

It is the Conteſt betwixt the Town- 
council and the Kirk-ſeſſions, in therwo laſt 
Calis of Mzniſters to the City, and the Ap- 
prebenſion of further Conteſts in the two 
enſuing Calls, which gives Birth and Oc- 
caſion to the Memorial: It ig to be preſu- 
med, the Wiſe and Obſervant will think it 
ſeaſonable, and the Author hopes it will be 
uſeful. 

there are Perſons who find themſelves 
touched by any thing that is ſaid; let them 
remember, they are not Perſons, but Things, 
that are cenſured : If they are ſo unhappy, 
as to fall under any of the Epithets, or De- 
ſcriptions, and incur Cenſore ; let them 
lame themſetues, for acting in ſuch 4 

N Manner 


nw att ky. 
- i& 4 $A n 
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Manner as to come under the Laſh ; and 
beware of ſhewing themſetves diſpleaſed, 
or angry, on this Occaſion, leſt they im- 
prudently fit and appropriate to themſelves 
the Fool's Coat which was ſhaped perbaps 
for others; and thereby make themſelves 
Inſtances and Evidences of the Truth of 
what 1s ſaid. 

It is uſual for Gentlemen who buy Pam- 
phlets, to lend them; whereby one Copy 
paſſes —_— many Hands, to the preju- 
dice of the Bookſeller, and diſtouragement 
of the Printer : It is therefore to be wiſh- 
ed this Practice were forborun. As for 
this Memorial, it zs of general and laſting 
De : Every Magiſtrate and Counſellor, 
and every Miniſter and Elder, ought to be 
poſſeſſed of a Copy of it. It is therefore 
hoped and deſired, that no body will lend 
it; but keep what he buys, for his ow, 
proper and private Uſe. 


Memo- 


Minifters to Parochial Charges. 


SHE Texts on the Title- page re- 
9 quire peculiar Attention from e- 
very one who acts in the Call of 
| Miniſters to Parochial Charges 
and therefore this Memorial commences 
with an Explanation of them, by way of 
Introduction. al: 

The firſt Text is a Promiſe of qualified, 
faithful, divinely authoriſed Paſtors, made 
ro the backſliding, or rather backward Chil- 
dren, to whom FEHOLAH ſtands in 
the Relation of a Father: Rare Perſons ! ſo 
few are they; even one of a City, and two 
of a Tribe, who are to be brought to Zion, 
as the prececding Verſe ſpeaks, 2. e. elect, 
converted Men, who ſhall inherit the hea- 
venly Kingdom. Of theſe Paſtors it is ſaid, 
That they ſhall paſtour in Knowledge and 
Underſtanding, 2. e. not only they their- 
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ſelves know and underſtand the ſublime ſpi- 
ritual Things they preach; but be uſeful in 
conveying the ſame Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding to others: And they are termed 
Paſtors according to GOD's Heart, i. e. 
highly acceptable to him, approven by him, 
and fully qualified for their Office. A pre- 
cious Promile ! conyeying a Privilege and 
Bleſſing ſo valuable, that a greater cannor . 
be beftowed on a Chriftian Congregation. 

The ſecond calls upon every Chriſtian 
earneſtly to pray and ſupplicate for this Pri- 
vilege and Bleſſing; and becauſe Paſtors ac- 
cording to GOD's Heart are never Intru- 
ders, neither into the Miniſterial Office, 
nor into a Parochial Charge, therefore 
they are repreſented as Labonrers thruſt out 
into the Harveſt; z. e. Perſons who are 
prompted, and as it were forced in a pecu- 
liar Way into the Miniſtry ; ſo far are they 
from betaking themſel ves to it, in the ſame 
Views Men betake themſelves to other Em- 
ployments, for the ſake of Subſiſtence, to 
wit: No! on the contrary, the Love of 
GOD conſtrains them to it; they do it in 
Obedience to his Call and Command, as 
Moſes, Iſaiah, Jeremiah (a), and all the 
other Prophets did. 

7 The 
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43 
The third Text directs to ſingle Aims 
and proper Mottves in every Action; eſpe- 
cially in ſuch Actings, as not only are im- 
portant in themſelves, but have very great 
Conſequences: And that, becauſe Single- 
neſs of Aim, proceeding from Simplicity 
and Integrity of Heart, diſentangles a Man, 
frees him from panick or perplexing Fears, 
makes him eaſy in Mind, and brightens the | 
whole of his Conduct; emphatically and | 
2 figured, by the Light of the 
ſingle Eye, its enlightning the whole Bo- 
dy. Verily, they who act, in calling a Pa- 
ſtor to a Pariſh, from a Senſe of Duty to 
GOD, and rea/ Regard to the Benefit of 
the People among whom he is to officiate ; 
rejecting /ordid Views and Motzves, will 3 
find themſelves ever eaſy in Mind, in re- 
flecting upon their Conduct: And moreo- 
ver, fate from Reſentments and Injuries, 
on account of their ſo acting, under G OD's 
Protection, whom they ſerve in Simplicity A 
and Integrity of Heart. When other Per- | 
ſons, who act upon the Hy- aims and indi- 
rect Views, of private Friendſhip, or Self- 
intereſt, in courting the Favour, or ſnun- 
ning the Diſpleaſure of Men, will find them- | 
ſelves entangled in Difficulties, and diſap- N 
pointed of their Aims and Expectations; or, | 
A 2 ws it | 
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64 
if they ſucceed in their Deſigns, it will not 
turn to their real and laſting Benefit. 
Evangeliſin, or Goſpel Miniſtry, is a 
Divine Inſtitution, adapted to important 
Purpoſes, and made effectual to theſe Pur- 
= by the concurring Influence of the 
OLY SPIRIT; to whole Miniſtration the 
Continuance, as well as the Introduction of 
Chriſtianiry into the World, is abſolutely 
| owing. | | 
* The proper and principal Purpoſes of 
Goſpel Miniſtry are, the Conver ſion of Sin- 
ners, and Ed:ification of Saints; theſe are 
evidently of the utmoſt Importance: There 
are other ſubordinate Purpoſes, of very 
great Conſequence ; ſuch as, Iuſtruct ion in 
the peculiar Principles of genuine Chriſti- 
anity, rightly termed, True Religion; Pro- 
mulgation thereof to the Poor, as well as 
the Rich; and the promoting of Virtue and 
I: Morality : The fr/? tuo of theſe ſubordi- 
* nate Purpoſes are evidently ſubſer vient to 
i the principal ones firſt named; and as to the 
laſt of them, though Morality be far infec. 
rior to true Religion, and be here ſtated as 
a ſubordinate Purpole of Goſpel Miniſtry, 
as being oftentimes to be found in Perſons 
who are not true Chriſtians; yet it is of 
great Uſe, and ſo beneficial to Men, 5 
| | tne 
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the Peace and Proſperity of all Societies, 
yea Society itſelf, depends upon it. 
The Diſtinction betyixt the principal 
and ſubordinate Purpoſes of Goſpel Mini- 
try, is apt and juſt; and deſerves the more 
to be ſtrictly attended to, remarked and re- 
membred, that the Aptitude and 5 %. 
of claſſing Pulpit- men into true Goſpel Mi- 
niſters and mere Morality Teachers, or, in 
other Words, into Evangeliſts and De- 
claimers, is founded upon it. This claſſing 
ought to be readily admitted, and duly re- 
garded. becauſe of its real Exiſtence, and 
great e to the Purpoſes of this 
Memorial; which are hereby, once for all. 
ſolemnly declared to be no other, than to 
lead Gentlemen and others, (eſpecially the 
Citizens of Edinburgh) who vote or act 
in the Call of Miniſters to Parochial Char- 
es in City or Country, into a right View 
of the awful Importance of the Thing; and 
thereby znduce them to act with more Se- 
riouſneſs and Caution, and in a more ſuit- 
able and regular Manner, than is, alas! at 
preſent generally practiſed ; and at the ſame 
time to caution Gentlemen who are Pa- 
trons, againſt the Uſe of Patronage to the 
prejudice of Chriſtianity, and Diſturbance 
of their ative Country. 
The Characters of the Perſons thus 74 
e 


(6) 
ſed are to be fairly and truly ſtated ; after 
having remarked, as worthy to be remem- 
bred, That true Goſpel Miniſters are ever 
more ſucceſsful in promoting Virtue and 
_ Morality, than mere Morality Teachers; 

and the latter are rarely, if ever, uſeful to 
the Converſion of Sinners and Ed:fication 
of Saints: The Reaſon and Truth where- 
of convincingly appears, when it is obſer- 
ved, that the Evangeliſt, or Goſpel Mini- 
ſter, knows, the Efficacy of his Sermons is 
owing to the concurring Influence of the 
HoLy SPIRIT upon the Hearts and Minds 
of his Audience; and therefore he relies 
upon it, prays for it, and obtains it: Where- 
as the Declaimer, or mere Morality Teach- 
er, reſts in the imagined Force of his Rea- 
ſoning, Fluency of his fine Language, and 
Power of his proper Pulpit- action. And 
moreover it is ſelf- evident, when advert- 
ed to, that there is an Aptitude in the Go- 
ſpel Miniſters Sermons to convince Men of 
the future States of endleſs Well or Moe, 
and of their Danger of falling into the lat- 
ter State ; and, conſequently, of the Re- 
ality and Vale of Religion; (Thing much 
more effectual to moralize Men, than the 
ſtrongeſt and fineſt Topicks of Morality, 
expreſſed in the beſt Language and Man- 


ner: ) Whereas there is an evident Inapti- 
tude 


„ 


Siuners and edify Saints; theſe are better 
adapted to ſoothe than to alarm. Merely 
moral Diſcourſes do not, can not poſſibly 
convey right Views of one's ſelf, juſt No- 
tices of GOD acting in triune Oeconomy 
for the Redemption of Ele& Men, and true 
Conceptions of the States of H * and 
Miſery in the endleſs unſeen World. Theſe 
are Subjects Declaimers do not diſcourſe 
upon; and if at any time they are attempt- 
ed, they ever talk inconſiſtently, and are 
| ria out of rheir Depth. 
Evangeliſts, or true & 

are Preachers of CHRIST, . e. Publiſh- 


ers of the Love and Grace of GOD 2 


CarisT JESUS ; of His perſonal Dignity, 


Characters and Offices; and of the immenſe 


Benefits and Bleſſings that flow to Sinners 
through hzs atoning Blood. This is their 
Evangelion, their Goſpel ; theſe are the 
glad Tidings they uniformly and conſtant- 
ly publiſh and proclaim. They are eyer re- 

enerated, converted Men, and are there- 

y capacitated to paſtour in Knowledge and 
Underſtanding, as the firſt Text on the 


Title-page expreſſes it: They are thruſt out 


into the Haryeſt by the Lord of it, as the 


ſecond Text ſpeaks : Their Eye is ſingle, 


and thence their whole Body is full of 
Light, 


tude in mere moral Diſcourſes to convert. 


oſpel Miniſters, 


(8 ) 
Light, as the hird Text phraſes it; 7. e. 
They have no By-aims : They enter upon 
the Miniſtry in the ſingle View of being 
uſeful to propagate true Chriſtianity in the 
World, as being the only proper Morive of 
ſo doing; whence ariſes Activity, Fideli- 
ty, Diligence and Delight in the Diſcharge 
of their Function: They act ſuitable to the 
Character of Goſpel Miniſters in the Courſe 
and Conduct of Life, and there is an Uni- 
formity in the whole of their Deportment. 
They are Miniſters of CHRIST H; 2. e. not 
only authoriſed, but by him peculiarly cal- 
led to, and employed in the Office of the 
Miniſtry ; and thus not only. preach him, 
bur miniſter to him: They are true Di- 
friples; they love their: Maſter, are zea- 
tous in his Service, ſollicitous about their 
Succeſs, and diligent in the Diſcharge of 
every Part of their Miniſtry. They &now 
their Maſter's Voice, and follow him (a) 
through good and bad Report: They ſtudy 


his Characters and Offices, and feel his Uſe- 
fulneſs, and therefore preach him fo much: 


They are taught of GOD (6), and have 
the HoLy SPIRIT given them to abide. 
with them, and dwell in them (c) and are 
thereby qualified and enabled, not only to 


- — * a. * 


„ 


* 


(a) See John x. 4. (5) Ifai. liv. 13. (e) John xiv. 16, 


preach 


Wr om rat. * 
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preach ſucceſsfully, but to diſcharge every 

other Part of their Office with Steadineſs 

and Reſolution, amidſt the greateſt er 
). 


ſition from the Ruler of the Darkneſs of 


this World (a), and the Men of it 
The Declaimer, ot mere Morality Teach- 
er, is a Preacher of himſelf : i. e. He di- 
ſplays his Learning and Abilities in the Pul- 
| pit and is fond of the Oppottunity to do 
t. He is ever an unregenerated, unton- 
verted Man. Hie has no Taſte of divine 
and heavenly Things; they are Fooliſhneſs 
in his account. He knows not the Things 
75 GOD, neither indeed can he poſſibly 
now them, for want of ſpiritual Diſcern- 
ing (). Hence it is, that the ſublime, 
Subſtantial Doctrines of genuine Chriſtia- 
nity, are teckoned by him anintelligible 
Jargon: He nauſeates them, and accounts 
true Chriſtians no other than delirious 
Enthuſiaſts. He ſeems to place the whole 
of his Office in his Pulpit-diſcour ſes, 10 
lirtle are the other important Duties of the 
Miniſterial Function diſcharged by him 
and ſẽwhen they are done, it is with Pain: 
His Pleaſutes ly quite another Way; and 
in the progreſs of ſome Years, even Pronch. 
ing becomes a Penance ; it is a Tast he is 
| B forced 


0 


1 


(a) See 1 Cor, xi. 14. (6b) Eph, vi. 12. (e) Plal. xvii. 14. 
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forced to go through with, for the ſake of 
his Stipend. His Di/tourſe in Conver ſa- 
tion is trifling, common, and no way in- 
ſtructive: It is adapted to the Taſte of thoſe 
he conyerſes with ; he has no Plot upon 
them to do them good ; and he conforms 
himſelf to the Manners and Cuſtoms of the 
Place he lives in, as far as he can do it with- 
out incurring Cenſure. Holitude becomes 
an intolerable Thing to him; and there- 
fore he betakes himlelf to ſome Sphere of 
ſecular Buſineſs, ſuch as Husbandry, if he 
is rightly ſituated for it, or to one or o- 
ther of the common Amuſements of Life, 
Bottle Companiouſbip not excepted : Yea 
there are ſome Inſtances of ſuch Perſons be- 
coming notourly vitious, and thereby Ob- 
jects of Contempt and Abhorrence even to 
vitious Laicks themſelves. Unhappy Men! 
and unhappy Pariſh where they are placed! 
Alas] that any ſuch ſhould be found in this 
Iſland, and in this North Part of it: How 
diſmal, how terrible are the Conſequences 
of it! 
Preaching and Declaiming are indeed 
quite different Things. The Preacher is 
one who keeps the proper and principal De- 
ſign of his Office ſteadily and conſtantly in 
view, and adapts his Diſcourſes to that pur- 
pole : He goes deep into the Temper of 
the 


* 


1 
the Mind, and the Diſpoſition of the Heart 
of his Hearers : He feels what he ſpeaks, 
and thereby becomes qualified to preach in 
a fecling Manner ; and'is therefore neyer 
pleaſed with his having preached, unleſs he 
feel Benefit from it himſelf, and hear of its 
being uſeful to others. The Declaimer, on 
the contrary, is one who is intent upon the 
Applauſe and Eſteem of his Hearers : His 
Scope and Aim is to amule and pleaſe, ra- 
ther than to inſtruct : The Theatrical Tone 
of his Voice proclaims Pedantry and Con- 
cett : Declaiming is naturally attended with 
theſe, in ſo much that every Declaimer him- 
ſelf is appealed to, if he does not find them 
always taking place when he declaims. Bur, 
Satyr aſide, it is a juſt Exception againſt 
Declaiming in a Pulpit, That Divine Truths 
loſe their Force and Efficacy upon the Au- 
dience, when clothed in the gawdy Dreſs of 


Fornate Phraſes and nicely adjuſted Periods, 


The Apoſtle Paul knew this perfectly well, 
and therefore declares againſt Pulpit-elo- 
quence, (which he ſarcaſtically or ironically 
terms, Wiſdom of Morde,) by diſcarding it 
in his own Practice. Sacred Truth is a per- 
fect Beauty, which needs not be ſet off with 
gawdy Ornaments, and ever makes the beſt 


Appearance when clothed in the plain Garb 


of ſimple perſwading Language. Ir is un- 
B 2 common 
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( 1 ) 
common to find a ſubſtantial Goſpel Preach- 
er ule Excellency of Speech, as the ſame A- 
nag? terms it. And let it be obſerved, of 
the few who practiſe it, that the Truths 
they deliver in that Manner rarely have 
their right and proper Effect upon them- 
ſelves or their 1 for the Truth 
whereof, Appeal is made both to Preach- 
ers and Hearers. The true Reaſon where 
of is, That, in Divine Wiſdom, the Spi- 
rit of Truth does not give Countenance to 
the little trifling human Art of modelling 
Words into rhetorical Phraſes or Senten- 
ces, and artfully diſpoſed Periods; and more- 
over, this Wiſdom of Wards naturally di-] 
verts the Attention of the Mind to the 
Truths delivered. 

There is an unaffected, ſimple, natural 
Eloquence, which Men of all Ranks pra- 
ctiſe in their Dealings with one 42 
much more effectual than ſtudied Speeches; 
Fea ſo unſuitable, as well as uncommon, 
are theſe among Men of Buſineſs, in their 
ordinary Conyerſe, that whoſoever would 
attempr to introduce them, would ſurely 
render himſelf ridiculous, and be ptterly 
unſucceſsful in perſwading or informing the 
Perſons he talks ro. Who can bear to be 
harangued about a Matter which can be ex- 
preſſed in few Words? or who will chuſe 

| to 
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to deal or converſe with a Man who makes 
florid Speeches on every trifling Occaſion ? 
Is there not a ſuccinct emphatick Way of 
{peaking which Nature dictates to Men of 
all Ranks ? ſurely the Thing is, and is ſo 
univerſally practiſed in common Converſa- 
tion, with great Variety as to its Manner, 
that it may be wondred at why it is ſo little 
ractiſed in the Pulpit. It is a harſh Re- 
flection. but ſuch as one can hardly avoid 
making, that the general Practice of de- 
claiming and haranguing in the Pulpit, lod- 
ges a ſtrong, and it is to be feared too juſt 
a Suſpicion, that the Generality of Pulpit- 
men are not ſo intent, to ſay no worſe, up- 
on informing, inſtructing and perſwading 
their Hearers, as upon amuſing and pleaſin 
them ; while they diſplay themſelves, an 
fiſh for Applauſe. There may be a few 
young Men who think juſtly, and yet are 
unwarily caught in this Snare; but it is to 
be hoped they will not continue long in it, 

but quit jt as ſoon as they can, when th 
come to ſee the Unſuitahleneſs and bad Ef. 
fects of ir. Pity it is ! that ſublime, ſub- 
ſtantial, ſacred Truths ſhould be delivered 
in ſuch a Manner: It is, as if a wile, grave 
Matron ſhould put onthelittle ſenſeleſs flut- 
tering Airs of a young Coquet ; or, as if 
tedious Loquacity was preferable to Laco- 
nick 
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( 14 ) 
nick good Senſe. But to return to the pro. 
pe: Subject of this Memorial. 

The old Proverb is too well founded, 
Such Prieſts, Such People; and therefore 
it becomes a Matter of mighty Conſequence 
to Cities or Pariſhes, to have true Goſpel 
Miniſters placed in them: If it is fo, as it 
is hoped evidently appears from what has 
been ſaid, then it is ſurely of the greateſt 
Importance, to ſuch as vote, or act in any 
Manner in the Call of Miniſters, to act with 
the greateſt Seriouſneſs, and the utmoſt 
Caution. | 

To obtrude an ignorant Duack, in place 
of an able Phyſician, upon an Infirmary or 
Hoſpital for ſick and wounded Perſons, is 
conſtructively to murder all the poor Pati- 
ents : True Goſpel Miniſters are with Pro- 
priety termed Joul-phy/icians ; every Pa- 
riſh is truly an Hoſpital of ſpiritually difca- 
{ed Perſons: The obtruding then of a De- 
claimer upon a Pariſh, is in like Manner, 
(conſtructively to wit) no leſs than Soul- 
murder ; a Crime of the higheſt Nature in 
itlelf, and an Injury to poor unhappy, vi- 
tious or ignorant Men, expoſing to their 
higheſt Reſentments in the other World. 

In the Regions'of Rage and Horror, 
where Reſentments riſe to a horrible Pitch, 


With what unbounded diabolical Rage, and 
| unre» 
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unrelenting Fury, may damned Sinners juſt» 
ly be ſuppoſed to revenge themſelves on 
ſuch as contributed to their diſmal State? 
This Thought is not a Crotcher, it has 
Countenance from ſacred Writ, as well as 
from right Reaſon : Was not the Fear of Re- 
ſentment the true Cauſe why Dives dread- 
cd his Brethrens coming into the ſame Place 
of Torment he found himſelf in, when ſtript 
by Death of his gorgeous Apparel, he dropt 
from his ſumptuouſly covered Table into 
the ever burning Lake ? Certain it is, 
Compaſſion or Love could not be the Spring 
of his ſuppoſed Requeſt to Father Abraham; 
there is no ſuch Thing to be found, in theſe 
horrid Regions: Were this rightly appre- 


hended and really believed, no felfifh Views, 


no little worldly Aims, no Arguments, no 
Perſwaſions whatſoever, could induce Men 
to incur theſe Reſentments. MVretebed then 
beyond Conception is the poor conceited 
Declaimer, who intrudes into a Pariſh; and 
unhappy beyond Expreſſion are the Perſons 
who ohtrude them upon it, in the Character 
of Patrons, or in other Characters; and no 
leſs ſo, are the Perſons who concur with, 
and aſſiſt them in ſuch a Practice. 

If the ſettling of Miniſters in Pariſhes 
be indeed a Matter of ſuch vaſt Conſequence, 
the proper Manner of doing it deſerves 8 
| ; 2e 
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be etiquired into and ftated ; the rather; 
that there is at preſent in this part of the I- 
ſland fo great a Diverſity of Sentiments a- 
bout it, and a right Rule is fo much want- 


ed: There are *wo Methods prattiſed, and 


athird propoſed; againſt all which there are 
juſt Exceptions. One Method is, by the 
Appointment of a ſingle Perſon, under the 
Name of Patron; another is, by the Ele- 
cłion of the Heritors and Elders; and the 
third is, by the Votes of the Majority of 
the Pariſhioners : The Z7/? of theſe is in- 
deed the worſt ; it ſprung from Popery or 
Tyranny, and ought never to be practiſed 
in a Proteſtant Churth, or well governed 
Nation. When Gentlemen rec ton it theit 
Privilege, claim it as their Right, and 
ſpeak of it as their Freehold, they ſurely 


are not aware how great a Truſt they load 


themſelves with; bow difficult it is to exe- 
cute it aright, and t dangerons Conle- 

uences ariſe from the Miſmanagement of 
ir : The diſinal Effects of it in England are 
too glaring to be vailed or concealed; and 
Inſtances of late are not wanting of its ter- 
rible Conſequences in Scotland. A Prote- 
ftant or Britiſh Patron ought therefore to 
be a Paradox; may it ſoon be ſo among us! 
The ſecond Method is liable to this juſt Ex- 


ception, That in many Inſtances the He. 
ritors 
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7:tors are not reſiding Pariſhioners; yea 
arc not Presbyterian but Epiſcopal in their 
Sentiments, and declare themſelves to be 
lo, by ſeparating from the eſtabliſhed Church: 
And as for the Z/ders, they are not by Of- 
fice Repreſentatives of the Congregation in 
the Call of Miniſters. To the hird Me- 
t hod it is juſtly objected, That it is tumul- 
tuous and impratticable, and would ſow 
the Sceds of great Animoſities in private Fa- 
milies, whenloever the Husband and Wife, 
the Parents and Children, the Maſter or 
Miſtreſs, and Servants, came to differ in 
Sentiment, and vote in Oppoſition to one 
another; and morcover, if this Method was 
practiſed, the Majority of Voters would 
conſiſt of Perſons leaſt capable to judge of 
Miniſterial Qualifications, or of the Fitneſs 
of the Miniſter they pitch upon. 

There is a fourth Method, which is not 
liable to any of the forementioned Excepti- 
ons, which ariſes eaſily from the Nature of 
the Thing, and is congruous and practi- 
cable, without any Inconveniencies ; and 
therefore merits ſome Conſideration : But 
before it be laid down, it is furely not im- 
proper, to notice and ſhew how unaccount- 
able and miſchievous the Practices are, of 
obtruding upon Pariſhes, Perſons under the 
Name of Paſtors or Miniſters, who are 
C both 
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both unknown and unacceptable to the Pa- 
riſhioners; and of a Perſon's intruding him- 
ſelf into a Pariſh, in oppoſition to, and in 
ſpight of the People who live in it. 
The Relation betwixt Paſtor and > 
bears no ſmall Affinity to that betwixt Hu 
band and Wife. The Practice, of conſtrain- 
ing Perſons to marry together, who have 
an Averſion to one another, never has good 
Conſequences, but almoſt ever, very bad 
ones; and were it generally practiſed, would 
produce the greateſt of Diſorders: Even lo, 
the obtruding a Perion as a Paſtor upon a 


Pariſh, contrary. to the Inclination, yea 
notwithſtanding the declared Diſlike, yea 


Oppoſition, of the Pariſhioners, muſt needs 


render him quite uſeleſs to that Pariſh ; and 


were it to become general, would in Pro- 
cels of Time unhinge the Civil Goyern- 
ment, and produce not only popular Tu- 
mults, but national Confuſions. As to a 


Perſon's intruding himſelf into a Pariſh, it 


is yet 2ore unaccountable and miſthievous, 
than the Practice of obtruding him upon it: 
The IJatruder, by the very Act of Intruſi- 
on, forfeits the Character of a Paſtor; and, 
to purſue the Marriage Compariſon, is not 
conjugally related to the Pariſh; but com- 
mits a Rape upon the Liberties and Privi- 
leges of a free People, and becomes guilty 

. of 
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of a Crime, which ought to be puniſhed 
with Eccle/iaſtick Death, i. e. Depoſition. 

The propoſed Method is, That the Com- 
municants reſiding in the Pariſh, who are 
Maſters of Families, and Miſtreſſes of Fa- 
milies in a State of Widowhood, together 
with anmarried Perſons, who are not fa- 
miliate in the Characters of Children and 
Servants, be the only Yoters in the Call of 
Miniſters to Parochial Charges; ſuch of the 
other Pariſhioners, as are Maſters of Fami- 
lies or Heritors, and are diſpoſed to do it, 
ſigning the Call as Conſenters : And the E- 
ea lection proceed, upon a Leet of two Perions, 
ea nominated by ſuch as are, or have at any 
ds Time been, Elders in the Pariſh; to which 
nd Leet, the Heritors who reſide in the Pa- 
o- riſh, or have Houſes in it, not let out to 
Tenants, may add a third Perſon, if they 
u- & think fir. How far this Method may be of 

Ule, to ſilence Diſputes about the Rzghts of 
| Chriſtian People, and a Bible-rule for the 
s, Call of Miniſters ; and how conſiſtent it is, 
t: with the Practice of primitive Chriſtians, 
is ſubmitted to impartial Conſideration. 
1, The Methods of calling Miniſters to Roy- 
t al Boroughs are various, and different from 
the Practice in Country Pariſhes, and poſſi- 
- & bly oughtrocontinueſo, for good and weigh- 
ty Realons. Before the Year 1720, the Ci- 
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ty of Zdinburgh had no Rule for the Call 
of Miniſters, but ſuch as was adapted to E- 
pilcopacy : An incidental Diſpute betwixt 
the Magiſtrates and Council and the Prel- 
bytery, about the Tranſportation of a Mi- 
niſter from one Church to another, gave 
Birth to the Regulations hereto annexcd ; 
which are fixed and ſettled, not only by the 
Authority both of the Council and Presby- 
rery, but by Compact and Agrecment be- 
twixt them: And therefore cannot be dropr, 
or ſet aſide, by either of them ar Pleaſure; 
no, nor reverſed, though they may be re- 
ctified with common Conſent, if found any 
way defective. 

By the fifth Paragraph or Article of theſe 
Regulations it is ſtipulated, That the Pre/- 
bytery ſhall not interpoſe their Authority, 
for ſettling a Miniſter in any Pariſh of the 
City, without the Magiſtrates and Town- 
council's Application to them for that Pur- 
poſe; and moreover, That the Magiſtrates 
and Town-councit ſhall not make ſuch Ap- 

lication, without the Conſent of the Heſſi- 
on of the Pariſh where the Miniſter is to 
be ſettled. This is the obvious, plain, lite- 
ral Senſe of that Paragraph. If at any Time 
the Magiſtrates have taken upon them to 
make Application to the Precbytery, with- 
out the Concarrence of the Town-council, 
as 


WS 
as well as without the Conſent of the Kirk. 
ſeſſion ; and if the Reverend Presbytery 
have at any time taken cogniſance of ſuch 
Application, and done any Act or Deed up- 
on it whatſoever: it is to be preſumed, the 
Magiſtrates, as well as the Presbytery, 


have done it inadvertently, without readi 


and conſidering that Regulation, and will 
do ſo no more. Vet, leſt it ſnould at any 
time be otherwiſe, it is of uſe to make tho 
following Remarks : Theſe Regulations, 
and this particular one eſpecially, are of fo 
great Conſequence to the Peace and Wel. 
farc of the City, that not only all the Kirk- 
ſeſſions, but all the Elders out of Office, 
have a peculiar Intereſt in it; and therefore 
it becomes their Duty, acting jointly or ſe- 
parately, to keep up the Magiſtrates and 
Council, as well as the Presbytery, to'the 
punctual and exact Obſervance of them, by 

all legal, proper, and habile Methods. 
It is whiſpered, that the late Magiſtrates 
found themſelves ſo much crampt by theſe 
Regulations, in the Proſecution of their 
Meaſures, that ſome of them talked of ſet- 
ting them aſide; and it is ſaid, a Reverend 
Member of the Presbytery, in order to ſpi- 
rit them up to it, ſtarted the following O- 
jection, which is here noticed and anſwer- 
cd, to preyent honeſt well-meaning „ 
eg 
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(es their being miſled, or impoſed upon, by 
lauſible and artful Pretexts. Bur as to the 
Fact whiſpered, it ought not to be credited, 
the Meaſure is ſo wild and unaccountable. 
The Otection is, That, in conſequence 
of that Regulation, it comes to be in the 
power of the Majority of any Kirk-ſeſſion, 
yea of one leading Man in a Seſſion, to diſ- 
appoint and render abortive the unanimous 
Call of a Miniſter, even after he is actual- 
Iy tranſported, and admitted a Miniſter of 
he City. To which it is anſwered: The 
Objection alledges a merely poſſible, and no 
way probable Caſe; and thence argues the 
ſetting aſide or breaking through neceſſary 
Rules of the greateſt Importance, wherein 
every Inhabitant of the City has an Inte- 
reſt: Than which there cannot be more 
fallacious Reaſoning. The Caſe ſuppoſed 
has not occurred in the Courſe of ſixteen 
Vears already paſt, ſince the Regulations 
were made, and it is more than probable 
never will occur; yea it is ſcarce ſuppoſable 
that ever it will happen. Certain it is, that 
this is not at all the caſe in the Inſtance of 
the laſt Call, which gave birth to the Ob- 
jection. The Call was far from being un- 
animous, as ſhall hereafter be made evident; 
but the Oppoſition of two ſeveral Kirk- ſeſ- 


ſions to the Settlement was almoſt unani- 
mous: 
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mous: Yea the Lady Zeſter's Kirk-ſefſion 
is fo far from conſenting to Mr, H------#'s 
Sertlement in that Pariſh, that they have 
ſeſſionally declared, in the laſt Seſſion held 
by their late Miniſter, that they would not 
make application to the Magiſtrates and 
Council ro have him for their Miniſter. 
The Presbytery has appointed him in the 
mean time to exerciſe his Miniſtry in that 
Pariſh ; by. which the Seſſion underſtands, 
Supplying their Vacancy till they are pro- 
vided of a Miniſter ; and are reſolved, in 
a conſiſtency with themſelves, and in a 
ſteady Adherence to the Intereſt of the Pa- 
riſh, never to apply for his Settlement a- 
mong them, unleſs it appear upon a full 
Experiment, that he is wel/ heard in their 
Church, and preaches in ſuch a manner as 
to retain the numerous Audience Mr. R. 
—.— u left him in poſſeſſion of. 

But, to give a direct ſilenc ing Anſwer 
to the Objection, The Magiſtrates and Coun- 
cil have it in their power abſolutely to pre- 
vent the poſſibility of the Caſe ſuppoſed, by 
rectihing the Regulations, with the Con- 
ſent of the General Seſſions, in the Manner 
now humbly propoſed; or, without an 
Rectification, by taking care never to pitc 
upon a Miniſter to be called to the City, 

unleſs 
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unleſs he be acceptable to the yacant Pariſh 
where he is to be placed. | 

It is moreover ſaid, that the Presbytery 
has made bold with the Regulations, and 


ſet aſide the 5rh Rule, by appointing Mr. 


H------2 to exerciſe his Miniſtry in the 
Lady Zeſter's Kirk, upon a Motion made 
by the Lord Provoſt in his own Name, 


without having 4z/courſed the Miniſters of 


the City about his Settlement, and with- 
out having had the Conſent of that Seſlion. 
But this ought to be regarded no otherwiſe 
than as Town-tattle ; the Members of the 
Presbytery, in a private Converſation, ha- 
ving fixed the Meaning of theſe Words to 
the Senſe in which the Seſſion underſtand 
them, and unanimouſly declared in that 
Meeting. that they could not ſettle him in 


that Pariſh without the Conſent of the Seſ- 


ſion. Ought it to be imagined, that the 
Reverend Presbytery will not only preya- 
ricate in ſo groſs a Manner, as to interpret 
theſe Words otherwiſe than they are intend- 
ed; bur alſo, by ſo doing, commence Pa- 
trons, I had almoſt ſaid 7yrants, in an un- 
heard of Manner? No ſurely; ir ought 
not, it is not to be imagined : Such Con- 
duct would ſtop the Mouth of this Presby- 
rery for ever, fromcomplaining of Patron- 


ageor Patrons onany Occaſion, yea would 
cut 
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cut off all Pretexts to Presbyterial Prin. 
ciples. What! ſhall a Presbytery obtrude 
a Miniſter upon a Pariſh, in direct Violation 
of the Ciry-rules, authoriſed by themſelves 
in concert with the Town-council ? and 

ſhall Patrons be complained of, for doin 

it, under the Countenance of the Law 
Who can hold his Face to it ? Where is 
that Brow of Braſs ? Is it poſſible any ſuch 
Thing can be found in the Presbytery of 
Edinburgh ? Let no Man ever believe it. 
As for the idle Story, of the Town-conn- 
ci/'s breaking through the Regulations, or 
laying them aſide, and returning to the Pra- 
ctice in Epiſcopal Times, 2. e. acting the 
Part of Patrons, in order to get rid of all 
Oppoſition from the Kirk ſeſſions, to their 
bringing in any body they pleaſe, to be a Mi- 
niſter of the City, in the preſent or future 
Calls; it is ridiculous and abſurd. No body 
ought to believe it. Who ever heard of a 
Presbyterian Community commencing Pa- 
tron? Shall the Council of Edinburgh in- 
troduce ſuch an unprecedented Novelty ? 
If they did ſo, it would be as portentous as 
if a flaming Comet, approached the Meridi- 
an of the City, threatning its Conflagration. 
It is reported, that ſome — declare 
their Indifferency about Miniſters called to 
the City: They ſay, all Miniſters _ — 
ä D 4 like 
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lile to them; and apologize for their want 
of Taſte and Diſcerning, by ſaying, That 
any Miniſter preaches better than they who 
are Hearers can practiſe. This is to pro- 
claim themſelves Gallios in the moſt impor- 
tant Matters. Pity it is! any ſuch Perſons 
ſhould have a Vote in the Call of Miniſters. 
Such Language and Sentiments evidently 
ſhew they hear Sermons to no purpoſe : 
They expoſe themſelves, in ſo ſpeaking, 
not only to juſt Cenſure, but Ridicule. It 
is, as if a Man who wanted the Senſe of 
Taſte, ſhould declare it a Matter of Indif- 
ference to him, whether nauſeous Drugs or 
whollome Food were {et upon his Table at 
Meal-time, and quarrel with thoſe who 
have Taſte, for giſliking the one, and chu- 
ſing the other. They ought to be aſhamed 
of ſuch Language, and talk ſo no more. 

But to return to the vew Method of cal- 
ling Miniſters to the City: The Hint now 
given in the ſhape of Propoſals are, That 
the Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates and Town- 
council, together with the Z/ders who at 
the time of calling are, or at any other time 
have been, in Office in the Ciry, be the on- 
ly Yoters in the Call of Miniſters to it; 
the one as repreſenting the Burgeſſes, and 
the other as acting for the other Inhabi- 
zants, That Leets be preparcd by the — 

vera 


Church) that he continue his 1 in 
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1 
veral Seſſions, in the Manner now in pra- 
ice; out of which Leets the Seſſion of 
the vacant Pariſh ſhall chuſe #wwo Perſons, 
who have been leeted by at leaſt four Kirk- 
ſeſſions; one of which #wo Perſons, and no 
other, to be elected. That whenſoever a 
collegiate or uncollegiate Church becomes 
vacant by Death or otherwiſe, the Magi- 
ſtrates and Council may tranſport a Mini- 
ſter from any other Church in the City, 
whether collegiate or uncollegiate, to that 
vacant Church; roviding the Conſent of 
at leaſt two third Parts of the Seſſion of 
ſuch vacant Church, and of the Miniſter, 
(if they have one) be previouſly obtained, 


and ſignified to them in due Form; and pro- 


viding alſo (in caſe the Miniſter to be tranſ- 
ported be brought from an uncollegiate 


his former Pariſh, till a Miniſter is called, 
and actually is come to the City, to ſupply 
his vacated Place: But that ſuch intended 
Tranſportations ſhall always be declared be- 
fore the Leets for the Call of a Miniſter to 
the City, be made in any of the Kirk: ſeſſi- 
ons. And laſtly, That the Magiſtrates 


and Council may authoriſe collegiate Mi- 
uiſters, to exchange Pariſhes with one ano- 
ther, providing the Conſent of the Seſſions 


of both Pariſhes be thereto obtained, and 
| D 2 decla- 
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declared in due Form. Theſe Hints may 
at firſt View ſeem to ſavour of Eraſtianiſm; 
but this will eyaniſh, when it is adverted 
to, that the Concurrence and Approbation 
of the Presbytery, in every thing which 
comes within their Sphere, is always ſup- 
poſed. But to proceed to the Sequel of this 
Memorial. 

It has been the laudable Practice of the 
Magiſtrates and Council of Edinburgh, to 
do their Endeavour towards Unanimity in 
the Meetings of the General Seſſions for 
the Call of Miniſters to the City, as being 
a mighty Encouragement to the Miniſter 
called, and ſuitable ro that Harmony which 
ought to take place in all ſuch Meetings. 
Herein they have ever been ſucceſsful, 
when they made a diſcreet Choice, and act- 
ed upon diſintereſted Views, There may, 
tis true, be ou or two Inſtances of Oppo- 
ſition, even when the Perſons pitch'd upon 
were uncxceptionable :. But it aroſe from 
Caules which necd not now be mentioned, 
but ought to be buried in Silence and For- 
getfulneſs. As for the late Iuſtances of Op- 
Poſition to the Perſons pitch'd 5 by the 
Council, it aroſe from quite different Cau- 
ſes; which are here noticed, in no other 
View, but to put a Stop to future Conten- 
tions of this kind. 


It 
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It was the uniform Practice for many 
Years after the Revolution, to pitch upon 
Men eminent. for Piety, who had given 
Proof of their Miniſterial Qualifications, 
to be Miniſters of the City of Edinburgh ; 
theſe Calls were ever unanmons, and the 
Men generally aſeful and ſucceſsful in their 
Miniſtry: It is to be hoped, the fame thing 
may be ſaid of ſuch, as have at any Time 
been called to it, upon indirett Views and 
By- aims; but if it is otherwiſe in any In- 
{tances, it reproves that Practice in a ſevere 
Manner ; and it is on that Account, now 
high Time to lay it aſide. _- 

It is 2ow ſaid, and loudly complained of, 
that Krk-polrticks, and other ſecret Springs 
and Motives, have of late Y ears had a migh- 
ty Influence on the Councis Conduct, in 
the Call of Miniſters to the Ciry : Certain 
it is, that Souſhip-iu- lat to a Provoſt and 
Conveener, and Brotherhood to a Baillie, 


have been the true Springs of the Council's 


Conduct in the three laſt Calls; it has not 
ſo much as been diſguiſed with other Pre- 
rexts, neither has there been any Room for 
it; the Voters on the Council's Side have 
openly and uniformly declared the Motiye 
of their voting; and the Means uſed to pro- 
cure Votes, and fix the Unanimity of the 
Council, proclaim it in the moſt publick 

Manner. 
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. 
Manner. This, and the peculiar Situation 
of the Tolbooth- Kir Pariſh, is the true 
Cauſe of the Oppoſition made by the Kir- 
ſeſſions, with lo much Spirit and Succeſs 
20w, and on the two laſt Occaſions. 
It may be a/ledged, and probably will be 


pretended, in order to juſtify the Methods 


uſed, for fixing Unanimity in voting, among 
the Members of the Town-council ; That 
the Oppoſition made by the K:rk-/eſhons is 
mere Faction, and has no other Spring or 
Caule ; but the contrary will evidently ap- 
pear, upon Peruſal of the Liſt of Voters in 
Oppoſition, who are known to the Inhabi- 
tants of the City, to be Perſons no way diſ- 
poled to be factious, or to oppole, for Op- 
poſition's fake, but who act from right Mo- 
tives and Principles; whereof the Magiſtrates 
and Council might have taken a convincing 
Proof on this Occaſion, by pitching on Mi- 
uiſters, againſt whom there lyes no zuſt Ex- 
ception, and who are acceptable to the va- 
cant Pariſhes : In which Caſe, they will af- 
ſuredly find a very great Majority, if not 
an Unanimity, for the Perſons they pitch 
upon; without being at any Pains, to fix 
the whole Council in one Sentiment, and 
procure Votes in the Seſſions by extraordi- 
nary Means; much leſs, to call in foreign 
Aid; without which, the Majority in the 
| a 


6 
laſt Call would have been at beſt very 
ſcrimp; as will be ſufficiently evident, when 
it is obſerved, that the Council's Majority 
of fifteen Votes, is more glaring and ſpeci- 
ous than real: For if e Counſellor, (D----n 
Cut, to wit.) who declared himſelf unde- 
termined at Twelve a- clock on the Day of 
voting, had voted in Oppoſition, (as he 


gave Ground on ſeveral Occaſions to think 


he would) the Votes would probably have 
been equal; becauſe another Counſellor 
would have joined him, and ſeveral Elders 
would have voted in Oppoſition, if they 
had ſeen it to be of Uſe; whoſe Names could 
be mentioned, were it needful. 

There are now two Vacancies in the Ci- 
ty, whereof the Tolbooth-kirk Pariſh is 
one ; it is to be hoped the Magiſtrates and 
Council will not attempt to ob#rude a Mini- 
ſter on that Pariſh, who is not a true Goſpel 
Miniſter, in the Senſe before explained; 
or even, who is anacceptable to them, how- 
ſoever otherwiſe thought unexceptionable; 
but will remember the Regard they owe to 
their Fellow- burgeſſes, for whom they act 
as Truſtees: Let it be a prevailing Plea, 
in behalf of the Tolbooth- ir — Suki 


that Numbers of them, will reckon them- 
ſelves as much, or more injured, if their 
Pulpit is filled with a Declaimer, or even 

with 


. 
© ae i - A. * 1 


it... e n. r oe MC 4 tc. AERO 
" - 


— n — AO 
* * 
1 


e 


19 
with an Unevangelical Preacher, than if 
they were halt-ſtaryed, by finding nothing 
in the Markets but bad Food; and let the 
Magiſtrates remember, they do not dit- 
charge their Truſt, if they do not take as 
reat Care to accommodate the Burgeſſes, 
and other Inhabitants of the City, with 
right, Soul; as with whole ſome, Body; Food. 
It is uſual with weak Men to be intoxi- 
cated with Power, when they are poſſeſſed 
of it; they fancy the ob/erving World to 
be as partial to them, as they are to them- 
{elves ; and ſeem to imagine their wrong 
Steps, and ill judged Mealures, are to have 
no Conſequences upon them: But herein 
they are groſly miſtaken ; the Circle of 
their Acquaintances and Obſervers does, 
and ill, judge of their Actings, yea and 


reſent them too, to the diveſting them of 


their Power, when great and continued 
Provocation is given. It is not to be pre- 
tumed, the preſent Magiſtracy is of this 


Claſs of Men; and if not, this Obſervation 


does not concern them. 
Poſſibly the Pariſhioners, or Seat. poſ 
ſeſſors and Hearers in the Totbooth-kirk, 
may be thought, by ſome Perſons, to be a 
Set of whimſical, ent huſiaſtic Folks, who 
are not to be regarded, and much leſs are 
they to be znuduiged : But let ſuch Perſons 
beware 


e 
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beware of entertaining ſuch a Conceit, and 


acting upon it, in a Matter of ſo great Con- 


ſequence; there are Periode in Life, which 


may, and the Period of Life certainly will, 
{er Matters in another Light to them: If 


they are fo — as to pleaſe themſelves, 
talki 


in ſo thinking, ng, and _—_— at the 
Expence of contemning and offending true 


- Chriſtians, let them remember who it is has 


laid, It were better for a Man to have a 


 Milftone hung about his Neck, and be gaſt | 


znto the Sea, than that he ſhould offend one 
of the leaſt of his little ones (a). Divine 
Vengeance is an awful, terrible Thing, and 
will be found to be ſo, by the unhappy Men 
who fall under the Weight of it ; even the 
Foretaſtes of it, which ſome Men have in 
this Lite, arc intolerable. There remains 
one Argument againſt the Magiſtrates and 
Council obtruding Miniſters upon vacant 
Pariſhes of the Ciry, which may perhaps 
have Weight, with thoſe who are not to be 
moved by ſerious Reaſoning ; and there- 
fore it is not to be overlooked and omitted: 
It is this, The Revenue of Jeat-rents de- 
pends upon the Supply of the Kirks with 
Miniſters that are agrecable to the Azrk- 


keeping Inhabitants of the City; the co/- 
| E lected 
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(a) Sec Luke xvü. 2. 


throw them off with a Feer ; to attempt 
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lected Poor-money has a ſtrict Connection 
with the ſetting of rhe Seats : And there- 
fore Prudence and good Policy requires, 
that ſome Regard be had to the Sentiment 
of {uch Inhabirants in the calling of Mini- 
ſters. There are already two Churches in 
the City where many of the beſt Seats are 
not ſet ; and it is to be feared, that a third 
Kirł will toon be in its former State in that 
Reſpect. 

If the Tolbooth- ir Pariſh is diſperſed, 
it will make a fourth Kir having many va- 
cant Seats, the Damage whereof will be 
found to be conſiderable ; but this is not 
all, in proportion as the Revenue of the 
Seat-rents falls, the Collections for the 
Poor are diminiſhed : And it is to be re- 
marked, the Loſs becomes irrecoverable, 
when the injured Inhabitants provide them- 
ſelves of a Meeting-houſe ; which will cer- 
rainly be done, it a Perſon be ohtruded on 
the Tolbooth-kirk Pariſhioners, who is not 
acceptable to them. Is this to be done, for 
the lake of a Kin ſinan or Ally, or gratify- 
ing a Hriend? Surely no. 

It is uſual with Men, when they find 
themſelves urged by ſtrong Arguments, a- 
3 doing Things which they cannot ju- 
tity, and yet are reſolved to practiſe, to 


to 


1 

to make a Foke of what is ſaid, and ridicule 
the Author: But this Matter is too ſerious 
to be thrown off in,this Manner ; the Au- 
thor of the Memorial is in good Earneſt ; 
and therefore, he earneſtly requeſts and be- 
ſeeches, yea obteſts all concerned, to con- 
ſider Matters ca/mly and deliberately, and 
act with Judgment and Caution, ſo as they 
can at all Times account for their Conduct, 
to GOD, to the 0b/erving World, and to 
their own Conſciences. 

It were improper to conclude this Me- 
morial, without remarking, That it is not + 
calculated for the preſent Time only, but 
for future Times alſo; and therefore, Suga 
not to be conſtrued as /evelled at the laſt 
Year's Magiſtracy and Council The Au- 
tbor declarcs fuch Conſtruction is unjuſt, 
and injurious; he is ſure he has ſaid nothing 
peculiar, which can only be applied to that 
Magiſtracy, unleſs the Fact relative to the 
laſt Call be ſo conſtrued : He has ſieadily 
kept in View his general Scope and Aim, 
and will readily ret ract any thing that may 
be amiſs, when he is convinced of it. May 
this well meant Memorial be uſeful, and 
being carefully read, and duly pondered, 
have its proper and deſired Effect. 


9 
POSTSCRIPT. 


The Author would not be * 2 by 
any thing that is ſaid againſt Viſdom 
of Words, and Excellency of Speech, 
in Pulpits; to countenance, much leſs 
a _ for, coarſe Language, low, 

flat imilies, or, indecent Expreſſi- 
025 No] this were to act or talk in- 
conſiſtently ; he diſreliſhes it, and com- 
pares it to the clothing of a compleat 
Beauty in naſty Rags; and the hear- 
ing of ſuch Language in a Pulpit, is to 
him, as well as to others, ſhocking and 
nauſeous. | 
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REGULATIONS mutually agreed to 
by the Town-council and Presbytery of 
Edinburgh, anent the calling Miniſters 
to the City of Edinburgh, and fixing them 
in particular Pariſhes of the ſaid City. 


Ediuburgb, 2d November, 1720. 


HE which Day, the Lord Provoſt, 
Baillies, Council, and Deacons of 
Crafrs Ordinary and Extraordinary, being 


conveened in Council, Robert Wightman 
Dean of Gild repreſented to the Council, 


That the Diſputes and Difterences which 


have ſubſiſted for ſome Time paſt betwixt 


the Council and Presbytery of Edinburgh, 
concerning the uſual Method of calling Mi- 
niſters to the City, and tranſlating them 
from one Pariſh to another, have ariſen from 
the Want of a ſettled Plan in theſe Matters 


for the Times of Presbytery, as there is for 


the Times of Epiſcopacy ; That the preſent 
and old Magiſtrates having lately had a 
friendly Converſation, firſt with a Commit- 
tee of the Presbytery, and thereafter with 
our own Reverend Miniſters, Matters are 
happily brought to this State, that a Plan is 
formed by two Magiſtrates and two Mini- 
ſters, as · a Committee of a joint Meeting of 


Magiſttates and Miniſters for ſettling all the 


Mart. 
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Matters in diſpute, whereby not only the 

reſent Differences may be terminated, but 
the like Diſputes prevented in Time co- 
ming; which Plan it is propoſed ſhall be 
laid firſt before the Council, and next be- 
fore the Presbytery, in order to its beco- 
ming a fixed Rule in all future Times, by 
the Council and Presbytery's paſſing Acts 
reſpectively thereon, in cate they approve 
of the ſame. The Tenor whereof follows. 

That the Magiſtrates and Council ſhall, 
on the firſt Presbytery-day after Leets are 
made in the ſeveral Seſſions in order to the 
calling, of Miniſters, lay thele Leets before 
the Reyerend Presbytery, and defire them 
ro appoint one of their Number to mode- 
rate in the Meeting of the General Seſſions 
to be called for proceeding upon'theſe Leets, 
and appoint the ſame Time and Place of 
meeting; which ſhall then be condeſcended 
upon by the Magiſtrates and Council, as 
moſt convenient for them. 

That the preſent Magiſtrates and Town- 
council, being deeply ſenſible of the great 
Adyantages ariſing to the City from its be- 
ing conſtantly and regularly ſupplied with 
a competent Number of Miniſters, do en- 
gage for themſelves, and will, by an Act 
of Council, endeavour to determine their 
Succeſſors to ſupply the Churches of — 
0 wy 
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City from time to time, with all conveni- 
ent Diſpatch : And in caſe it ſhall ſo hap- 


pen, that the Call of Miniſters is at any 


time delayed beyond what is uſual and or- 
dinary, the Magiſtrates and Council pro- 
miſe and engage, for themſelves and Suc- 
ceſſors, that they will at all Times be rea- 
dy to ſatisfy the Reverend Presbytery, at 
a friendly Conference, with the Reaſon of 
the Delay : And in calc it ſhall at any time 
happen, that Leets are not laid before the 
Presbytery within two Months after they 
are prepared by the ſeveral Seſſions, the 
Magiſtrates and Council conſent and agree, 
That the Presbytery appoint the Time and 
Place for the Magiſtrates, Town-council, 
and General Seſſions, to meet and elect up- 
on the Leets ſo prepared. 

That, for the Time to come, all Mini- 
ſters called and tranſported to Edinburgh, 
be admitted Miniſters of the City in the 
New Church, with the ſame Solemnity as 
is practiſed in other Places. | | 

That whenloeyer the Magiſtrates and 
Town-council judge it for the Benefit of 

their Miniſters 
to another,jthey 


tranſlated from one Pa 
ſhall, before they Ig an Act of Council 
thereupon, diſcourſe the Reverend Mini- 
ſters of the City thereanent, have the 2 

ent 
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ae & ro 5 — and acquaint the whom 2 
ag of that Pariſſi where he is Miniſter, f 
Abe Intention; and how ſoon: they have 
come to a Reſolurion thereupon; they thall, 
la y the Matter before the * ytery, des + 
Sa hey may inter ſs their Authos 
_ for — the” Tranſlation eflectual. | 
And in like manner, when a Miniſter is 
admitted in mariner before mentioned, that 1 
the Presbytery interpoſe their Authority 
for ſettling him in a particular Pariſh, 20 0+ | 
| 


therwiſe than upon the Magiſtrates and 
Town-council's 1 to them, ſigni- 
Hiaug the Reſolution th Pay are come #0, af 

Ter hubing ;/eourſed the Mu 1ifters: of the | 
City about the Settlement, and after ba. 
ving had the Conſent of the Seſſion of the 
Pariſh where he zs to be ſettled. Which 
being conſidered by the Council, they, with _ 
the Extraordinary Deacons, did znanimornſe 5 | | 
iy: approve thereof, aud ordazued that the 
Methods therein laid down ſhould be'pres . | 
Med in all Times coming, and authoriſed 
And impowered the preſent Magiſtrates and 
Conveener to ſettle and;adjuft with the Res 

d Pfesby tewftalF Matters remaining 
juſted aby the ſaid Plan, how ſobn the 
ee tery thinks E lame? 
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